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EU MSP Platform 
www.msp-platform.eu  

Services 
•  Interactive information 

gateway 

•  Team of experts (Sea Basin 
Focal Points) 

•  Technical studies – filling 
identified knowledge gaps 
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Ø Country information  
Ø MSP Practices database (349) 
Ø MSP Projects database (117) 
Ø  List of funding opportunities  
Ø Member States expert group 

on MSP (EU COM) 
Ø Workshops and conferences 

What do we do?	
   What can we offer you?	
  

Ø Promote your project, event, or news  
Ø Organise a workshop with our help 
Ø Contact us via 

info@msp-platform.eu 
Ø  Follow us on Twitter 

@EU_MSP_Platform   
Ø Attend ‘MSP for Blue Growth’ 

conference 11-12 October in Brussels 
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Frequently  
Asked  

Questions	
   14 topics 
71 FAQs	
  



Technical Study:  
‘’MSP for Blue Growth: 

MSP as a tool to support a sustainable Blue Economy’’ 
	
  

Funded by: 



Key tasks of the technical study 

Funded by: 

visions	
  for	
  mari+me	
  space	
  
(na+onal	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  sea-­‐basin	
  wide)	
  

future	
  spa+al	
  demands	
  in	
  
key	
  mari+me	
  sectors	
  

indicators	
  on	
  how	
  MSP	
  
processes	
  and	
  plans	
  cater	
  for	
  Blue	
  

Growth	
  



Task 1 Handbook for developing MSP relevant 
visions  

Funded by: 

	
  
Ø  To	
  showcase	
  exisAng	
  mariAme	
  Visions	
  but	
  also	
  all	
  other	
  MSP-­‐relevant	
  Forward	
  

Looking	
  Processes	
  -­‐	
  FLPs	
  (scenarios,	
  strategies,	
  ac+on	
  plans,	
  roadmaps,	
  etc.);	
  

	
  
Ø  To	
  highlight	
  lessons	
  learned	
  and	
  good	
  pracAces	
  for	
  MSP	
  authoriAes	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  

handbook	
  from	
  which	
  they	
  can	
  pick	
  and	
  choose	
  appropriate	
  formats	
  for	
  possible	
  
own	
  FLPs.	
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•  Over 50 interviews 

•  Validation of the results at 
various events 

•  Publication December 
2017  

•  Analysed over 30 processes 
   

•  Statutory / voluntary  
•  Local / national / regional  
•  Part of the MSP / MSP 
relevant / other processes 

with potentially transferable 
tools and practices  

Study approach	
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What is meant by Vision or a Forward-Looking-Process (FLP) ?	
  

Forecast 

Scenarios 

Strategy  

Vision  

Roadmap 

Action plan 

•  Terms understood 
and used 
arbitrary 

•  Combinations of 
formats used to 
organize an FLP 
vary widely  
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What is the purpose of a Forward-Looking-Process?	
  

Serves as a 
‘warm-up’ for 
an actual MSP 

process  

Provides common 
norms and 
principles  

Facilitates 
dialogue on a 

joint future 

Helps raise 
awareness of 
an emerging 

issue 

Facilitates thinking 
outside of sectoral 

bubbles  

Considers 
longer time 

scales 

Helps set 
objectives 
& targets Helps to focus 

on what needs 
to be done to 

reach the 
desired future  

Integrates 
different policy 

ideas 
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FLP Decision-making framework – the core of the handbook	
  

‘GIVENS’ 
 

•  Process initiator 
•  Part (or not) of the MSP 
•  Statutory standing  

•  … 
 

PRIMARY DECISIONS  
 

•  Approach to forward 
looking (combination of 

formats) 
•  Temporal scope  
•  Financial resources  

•  Necessary skills – internal 
vs external expertise 

 

BUILDING BLOCKS 
 

Steps and elements of the 
process 
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Building Blocks  & Elements of FLP	
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VASASB	
  Long	
  Term	
  Perspec2ve:	
  5	
  /	
  10-­‐15	
  /	
  20	
  years	
  

BlueMed:	
  3	
  /	
  5-­‐10	
  /	
  10	
  years	
  

Our	
  Ocean	
  Wealth:	
  1	
  /	
  2-­‐8	
  /	
  8+	
  years	
  

NorthSEE:	
  13	
  /	
  33	
  	
  years	
  

Time Scope	
  

•  Depending on necessary detail and precision time scopes vary 
significantly 

•  Some processes use nested approach  

Funded by: 



14	
  

Building Block II: Analysis of Future Trends	
  

Examples of scenario formats:	
  Scenario      
Focus on key variables and relationships 

Requires further judgment  
Empirical / discussion 

Forecast      
Analyses historical data 

Directly usable in decision-making 
processes 

Quantitative/ technical skills 
 

 Narrative  Visual 
Stories Pictures 
Letters Maps 

Postcards Graphics/diagrams 
Roleplay Drawings 

  Timelines 
Videos (with or without narrative) 

Funded by: 
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BaltSeaPlan Vision 2030	
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 Horizontal Policies
 Sectoral Policies

 Funding Programmes

IMPACT DIRECT MEDIUM INDIRECT

STRONG

    WEAK

Analysed 
existing policy 
priorities and 
their spatial 
implications  

Identified 
spatially 
relevant 

trends in key 
sectors  

Explored two 
potential 

development 
pathways 
through 

scenarios  

Bring two 
pathways 

together à 
sustainable 

development 
vision  

 Define ‘To 
Dos’ as of 

today to reach 
the vision  
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GAUFRE scenario development process	
  

Ø  267% total claim for space 	
  

Well-being 
Ecology and landscape 
Economy	
  

Funded by: 

1.  Analysed policy objectives and 
their spatial claims 

2.  Identified key values 

3.  Developed six scenarios based on 
these values  

 

 
4.  Agreed on a vision balancing all 

the scenarios   
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Ø  Unmanned shipping 
movie played at the 
stakeholder 
workshop to inspire 
people to think far 
ahead  

Ø  Established ‘User 
committee’ - those on 
whom active use and 
implementation of 
vision depend on  

Ø  Used structural 
instead of GIS 
maps – flexible 
discussion tool 

Ø  Developed ‘What if’ 
software model to 
potentially be used 
by decision makers 

GAUFRE scenario development process	
  
	
  

Ø Raised awareness about MSP 
Ø  Stimulated MSP process 

Ø Gathered stakeholders at the same table  

Funded by: 



Belgium 2050 Vision  
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•  To be an annex to the revised MSP 2020-26  

•  Process structured into three thematic working groups:                                

environment - blue growth - multi-use 

•  Stakeholders = the main source for the future trends information 

•  Approx. 5 workshops per WG between Jan-July 2017 

•  Maps for collecting the spatial information instead of traditional Q&A 

•  Complex structure – stakeholders divided into three working groups that should 
have been integrated 

•  Difficult to get the stakeholders to break out of their ‘sectoral shell’, so the 
compilation of principles was made to surpass the sectoral approach, e.g. ‘No more 
private ownership at sea’ 

•  Professional assistance would have been a plus - workshop moderators or 
trend watchers. Funded by: 

CHALLENGES 
& SOLUTIONS  

PROCESS  
FACTS  
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Blue Growth Project  
Celtic Seas Partnership  

–  Future Trends for the Celtic Seas 
 

VALMER Scenario Development Process 
 
	
  

Netherlands of the Future  
	
  

Scenario format examples	
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Ø  Mind maps                             

Ø  GIS vs Structural maps: GAUFRE 
Project	
  

if spatially mapped, the scenarios or the forecasts are usually of more 
use in an actual MSP process	
  

Examples of spatial scenarios   	
  

Ø  Moderators drew the input on the GIS 
maps during the workgroup meeting: 
Dutch Scenarios (in progress)	
  

Funded by: 
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Availability of the Handbook	
  

What are available scenario development techniques?  
What time horizon spans can be used in an FLP? 
What skills are necessary for developing an FLP? 

Ø  Full handbook publication,  
Dec 2017 

Ø  Presentation  
‘MSP for Blue Growth  
Conference’ 11-12 October 

Ø  Postcard style summary 

Ø  Features on the EU MSP 
Platform - immediate links 
to the building blocks and 
the FAQs  

Funded by: 
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  Thank you for your attention ! 

il@sustainable-­‐projects.eu	
  


